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• Sustainability Business Education to
prepare leaders that understand and
deliver the change of tomorrow and
drive sustainable practices in
organizations (PRME, 2023).

• The need to provide students with
relevant learning experiences
(Gibbons, 1998), such as those related
to sustainable development.

https://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/features/how-to-make-learning-relevant/

Introduction

https://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/features/how-to-make-learning-relevant/
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• Relevant learning through active and
engaging activities to enhance learning
outcomes’ development and value
creation for society.

• An adaptation of a Social Lab (Hassan,
2014) into an education lab to foster
sustainability thinking and problem-solving
skills through real-world challenges.

Education Innovation

Our proposition
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• CoRSEL is a social living laboratory for 
research and scholarship regarding 
resilience and sustainability in cities and 
communities. 

• This lab aims to enrich teaching practices, 
develop relevant and novel active learning 
experiences, contribute to research 
activities, and create value for society.

The Community Resilience and Sustainability Education Lab (CoRSEL)

Sustainability & Social Labs
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Public
Engagement

Communities

Third Sector

Public Sector

Private Sector 

Learning Experiences

• Modules
• Apprenticeships
• Business clinics

Pedagogical approaches

• Experiential learning
• Challenge-based learning
• Service learning
• Competency-based education

Impact

Actions for the Public and 
Community Capabilities

Development

Innovative Education, 
Learning & Stakeholders’ 

Skills Development

Academic Products

Knowledge
Dissemination & 

Collaboration

Academic Work

Education Research and Scholarship on:

• Sustainability

• Community Resilience

General Work Model
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Well being Clean energy Clean air

Food security
Inclusion

Equity Waste generation
Mobility

Academic Practice: Supply Chains and Logistics for Sustainability

Adapted from Salinas-Navarro and Rodriguez-Calvo, 2020)  
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Supply Chains and Community-related Topics,  Examples

▪ Circular Economy
The impact of supply chain’s waste generation on the 
environment of cities and communities

▪ Food Security
Sufficient, timely, affordable, and accessible supply of 
foods to communities.

▪ Health and Wellbeing 
Improving service quality, times and safety in healthcare 
provision to communities.

▪ Inclusion and equity
Inclusive and equitable supply and retail of products and 
services to communities.

▪ Resilient Communities
Supply chain and logistics contribution to improve 
communitarian response capacity to disruptive 
situations.

▪ Urban Mobility
The effect of supply chain operations on the circulation 
and movement of vehicles, people, and goods.
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Designing and managing operations, systems and processes (BNM886)
Module • Executive MBA

• Hybrid delivery for part-time students: 8 * 2-hour webinars + 2 * 8-
hour on-campus days.

Design • Challenge-Based Learning intervention. Rescuing the Bangladeshi 
Catering Sector Challenge.

• Co-designed with the Centre for Research in Ethnic Minority 
Entrepreneurship (CREME).

• Systems thinking and problem-solving tools were provided as 
students were developing their solutions in teams of 6.

Outcome • Increase in attendance to on-campus days 64 of 74 students (86.5%) 
from previous experiences (~50%).

• Increase in final marks from 52.98 to 65.62 (including zero), and 67.42 to 
72.58 (excluding zero).

Portfolio in progress
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Designing and managing operations, systems and processes (BNM886)

Portfolio in progress
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• A conversational space to discuss highlights and challenges in pedagogical designs and 
learning experiences.

• Academics presenting
– Innovative pedagogical approaches in novel learning scenarios for sustainability 

and community engagement
– Challenges and opportunities

• Students sharing
– Learning experience journey
– Distinctive ways of learning
– Gains, pains & takeaways

Portfolio in progress: The Education Leadership Colloquium & Showcase
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• Research-based learning and teaching-based disciplinary research
• Enhancing motivation, engagement, and learning relevance
• Develop sustainability and community-related skills in students and faculty 

members
• Promoting authentic assessment and active learning

• New development

– The Emerald Handbook of Active Learning for Authentic Assessment

Discussion
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CoRSEL is an engagement network involving the public and communities, faculty and 
students, third-sector institutions, the public sector, and private organisations. 

CoRSEL is a successfully tested approach to implementing the Triple-Helix of Innovation 
(Etzkowitz & Leydesdorff, 1995).

Conclusions
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Contact details

David E Salinas-Navarro 
d.salinas-navarro@aston.ac.uk
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e.vilaltaperdomo@aston.ac.uk
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