




ABSTRACT 

The problems of disposing of sewage sludge, possibly by 

re-use on agricultural land are considered in t:ie conte:c-:: of the 

interaction of traditional pollution control 

policies and strategies of EEC member s�a�es� 

. .  , ' ' 

pn::.-'--o sopn::..es 1

After briefly .::-eviewing the evolution of the I pragmatic 1 

policies controlling the discharge of t�ade effluents to rivers 

or sewers, in England and \ia.les, investigations focus on problems 

caused by heavy metal contamination of sludge. 

Literature reviews a� 0 used to examine:-

How sludges become contaminated; 

Tne extent of that contaraina tion; 

How sludges have been disposed in the past; 

Some indication of 

by those means. 

f1-1ture constraints on ' .  , 

G:lS})OSa..i. 

A contribution of the study is in an analysis of the evolution 

of the DOE/NWC 1981 Guidelines on the disposal of sludge to land. 

Guideline constraints are compared to those specified in proposals 

for an EC Directive. 

A further contribution is in carrying out a case study in 

which the implications for trade effluent controls in an inner city 

c.atc.b.....ment;
1

treatruent ,1ork.s area are considered, if se\·-tage sludge at 

present disposed to sea 1 is disposed by use on agricultural land. 

A simple model makes use of 1980/81 computer file data. 

Important features of the use of t�e model are 1n simulating the 

effects of reducing metal inputs from a fe•,.; l�nown key sources, and 

of the elimina.tion of high sludge metal concentration cases on the 

achievement of sir::ple and 95% probability of cor:1pliance wit:n 

l l • 



proposed SC constraints. Results are discussed in relation to 

the findings of literature .::-eviews. 

The effectiveness of t�e cur�ect politico-economic f�a□e-

work is assessed. 

The use of trader-s 1 perceptions of the 1 r:.1les of the gar.1e 1 in 

evaluating current controls is explored. 

Techr1.ological and pol icy implications are deduced, 

conclusions reached and a basic premise questioned. 
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