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Summary 

The s ubject-matter of this thesis is the interaction 
between the Parti Communiste Franxais and the National L ibera
tion struggle in Algeria , and the debate that ensued within 
the Party itself. 
For a detailed study of the Party ' s line o n the war, P CF 
publications were contrasted with the texts produced by the 
opposition. 

Three main axes were identified crystallising discussion 
within the Party during the Algerian war : 

the relat ionship between France and Algeria and 
the Party ' s attitude to the French nation ; 

the nature of the Algerian nation and its genesis; 

France's military engagement in Algeria . 

The dichotomy between the Party ' s national and internationalist 
responsibilities is shown to have resolved itself by the 
fundamental integration of the P CF into the political structure 
and value system of the French Republic. This study demon
strates the birth of a substantial internal opposition to the 
PCF during the Algerian war. 
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